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Introduction 

This handbook is meant to be used as a guide 
by school associates and faculty associates for the 
promotion of the specific competencies outlined in 
the Profiles of Teaching .Competency. 

The handbook is not designed as a 
of instructions to be followed in rote fashion.Rather, 
it sets out to identify materials, types of experiences 
and teacher-student interactions which we believe will 
be helpful in promoting growth in each of the competency 
areas. In every area, it is the teacher's thoughtful 
selection of materials, experiences and interactive 
strategies which should provide for a more highly 
individualized and personally relevant program of 
instruction for the trainees.
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AREA 1:	 HIS BEHAVIOR IS THOUGHTFUL. 

Profiles 

At the highest level, you would say that this 
person's behavior is thoughtful; that he acts 
out of having considered alternatives; that his 
choice for action is a reasoned choice; that his 
actions are appropriate to his expressed goals. 
He seems to have a built-in monitoring system 
which aids him in analyzing his actions and 
this analysis is based upon objective criteria 
rather than on personal bias. You would be 
apt to conclude about him that he is "in touch" 
with what he is doing and what he does seems 
to have been consideredand reflected upon 
in respect to his goals. 

The antithesis of the thoughtful person is 
the one whose actions seem generated out of 
whim or caprice; his behavior is clearly in-
consistent with expressed goals. This person 
has not considered what to do before he does it; 
he does not appear to have considered alter-
natives; there seems to he a gap between what 
he says and what he does. When conEronted with 
his actions, he may. deny them (I di(An't do that), 
becoming extremely defensive. The impression 
he gives is that he has not thought a lot about 
what he ways or does.
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AREA 1:	 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

M-ci--i A 1 c. 
Thinking About Teaching activities 
Selected readings: 

Holt, John, HOW CHILDREN FAIL. 
Rogers, Carl, FREEDOM TO LEARN. 
Featherstone, Joseph, SCHOOLS WHERE CHILDREN LEARN. 
Raths, James, Pancella, John, Van NISS, James, 

STUDYING TEACHING. 
Bruner, Jerome, THE PROCESS OF EDUCATION 
Dewey, John, EXPERIENCE AND EDUCATION 
Raths, Louis, TEACHING FOR LEARNING. 
Fullager, W., Lewis, H. Cumbee, C., READINGS FOR 

EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY. 

Experiences: 

In the classroom: Repeated opportunities to 
reflect on the "why" behind 
activities and interactions 

In seminars:	 Involvement in thinking 
activities related to 
teaching and learning 

Workshops with a problem/theme 
focus, dealing with the 
appropriateness of specific 
teaching strategies/activities 

Interactions: 

Clarifying response in presence of belief statements 

Extensions of thinking about kids, interactions, curriculum 
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AREA 2:	 HE IS SELF-INITIATING 

At the highest level, you would say that this 
person consistently takes the initiative. He 
doesn't sit around and wait to be told; he 
doesn't need help at every step of the way. 
He is not afraid to take risks, to try things 
on his own. When his actions resulL in less 
than desirable ends, he is able to oxamine 
what has happened rationally, rather than 
considering it a personal defeat. When things 
don't work out well, he does not uso it as 
an excuse to keep from trying again. Even 
in situations where resources are 1i.mited, 
he uses what's available to make a ;tart; he 
doesn't rationalize his inaction by saying 
that there aren't enough materials, or that 
the materials are of the wrong type. You 
might say of him, "I can count on hLm to take 
the initiative; he gets things done'" 

The antithesis of the self-initiating person 
is the one who waits to be told what to do. 
It's not that what he does is unsuccessful; 
it is that he rarely seizes the opportunity 
to act on his own. Sometimes, he starts out 
by doing something, but then needs to ask for 
help several times along the way. "Tell me 
what to do" and "What am I supposed to do?" 
and "What shall I do next?" characterize his 
behavior. He may attempt to excuse his in-
action by claiming there there aren't enough 
materials; or materials aren't the right kind. 
He seems to havo to depend on others to get 
him started.
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AREA 2:	 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Experience: 

In the classroom: Repeated assignments in which 
students are required to assume 
more and more responsibility, 
make decisions, engage in problem-
solving 

Giving students more opportunity 
to engage in planning with less 
and less direction 

In seminars:	 Discussions in which students give 
examples of self-initiating behaviors 
in the classroom 

Discussions of obstacles to self-
initiating behaviors 

Interactions: 

Support and reinforcement for sell-initiating behaviors 
Absence of threat 
When activity goes haywire, look at it from non-judgmental 

view whenever possible; reduce sense of failure 
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AREA 3:	 HE HAS A CLEAR IDEA OF WHAT HE BELIEVES AND HIS 

BELIEFS GUIDE HIS BEHAVIOR 

At the highest level, you would find a person 
who has a clear idea of what he believes and 
whose actions are consistent with those beliefs. 
In speaking with him, he gives you the impres-
sion that he has thought a lot about: his ideas; 
that his beliefs have been chosen after reflection. 
You can see that what he does is a reflection of 
those beliefs. There is a clarity about his 
purposes, about what he stands for. He comes 
across as a person with clear value;, knowing 
where he is going and why. 

The antithesis of the person with clear values 
is the one whose actions are clearly inconsistent 
with his stated beliefs. He may say he believes 
in democracy in the classroom, but he is the 
classic example of the authoritariail teacher. 
He may say he believes in students having a voice 
in university government, but he does not partici-
pate in student committees, or bother to exercise 
his vote, claiming that "what one person does, 
doesn't really make a difference." His actions 
and his expressed ideas are often so far apart 
that you have a hard time deciding what it is 
he really believes. Sometimes he rationalizes 
what he does by saying "They won't let me do 
that," or "They make me do that" -- to excuse 
actions which are inconsistent with his expressed 
beliefs. However, when you ask him clarifying 
questions, his answers are evasive, or defensive, 
or inconsistent. You might wonder, "does he 
really stand for anything?" 
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AREA 3:	 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Materials: 

Values Box activities 
Scale of beliefs 
Selected texts: 

Holt, John, HOW CHILDREN FAIL. 
Moustàkas, Clark, THE AUTHENTIC TEACHER. 
Purkey, William, SELF CONCEPT AND SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT. 
Raths, Louis, MEETING THE NEEDS OF CHILDREN. 
Heath, Douglas, HUMANIZING SCHOOLS. 
Kozol, Jonathan, DEATH AT AN EARLY AGE. 
Roger3, Carl, FREEDOM TO LEARN. 
British Columbia Teachers' Federation, INVOLVEMENT - 

THE KEY TO BETTER SCHOOLS. 
Postman, Neil and Weingartner, Charles, THE SCHOOL BOOK. 
Combs, Arthur (editor), PERCEIVING, BEHAVING, BECOMING. 
Gordon, Ira. HUMAN DEVELOPMENT. 
Raths, Louis, TEACHING FOR LEARNING. 
Dennison, George, THE LIVES OF CHILDREN 
Leonard, George, EDUCATION AND ECSTASY. 
Raths, L., Harmi.n, M., Simon, S., VALUES AND TEACHING. 

Experiences: 

In the classroom: Repeated opportunities to 
reflect on the "why" behind 
what he is doing 

Opportunities to work with small 
groups and individual children using 
the values clarification responses 

In seminars:	 Values Box activities in trios, 

small groups 

Training in the values clarification 
responses 

Opportunities to practice values 
clarification responses 

Group diSCUSSiOnS on educational issues 
with opportunitaes to clarify beliefs 
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Interactions: 

Clarifying responses in the presence of belief statements 
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AREA 4:	 HE IS A"PROBLEM SOLVER" 

At the highest level, you would see a person 
who, in the face of a difficult problem, would 
be able to identify the problem, suggest alter-
native courses of action, examine underlying 
assumptions and propose workable strategies. 
In the face of dissonant kinds of data, this 
student would "open his mind" to them and examine 
them with objectivity. You might say of him 
that in the presence of some new and complex 
problem, "he takes the lead in planning the 
strategy." He is seen as an inquiring, open-
minded person, able to function effectively 
in the face of new and complex problems. 

The antithesis of the "problem-solving person" 
is a person who, in the face of a problem, seems 
to go to pieces. He doesn't know what to do, or 
how to start. En the absence of some direction 
or leadership from others, he doesn't know where 
or how to begin. He seems unable to make a 
decision. He waits for others to start, and 
then follows. lie has much difficulty in enter-
taining dissonant kinds of data; his mind seems 
to be closed to them. Once embarked upon a 
course of action, he is hard to budge. When 
new alternatives are introduced, he may say, 
"We already have a plan. Let's noL waste any 
more time by fooling around with new ideas." 
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AREA 4:	 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Experiences: 

In the classroom: Repeated opportunities to engage 
in problem-solving experiences 

In seminars:	 Simulated problem solving experiences, 
e.g., critical incidents in teaching, 
role playing 

Workshops and seminars focusing on 
problems generaLed from classroom 
teaching experiences in which 
students engage in problem solving 

Interactions: 

Supporting and encouraging problem-solving behaviors 
Reduce threat of failure in risk-taking 
Clarifying responses in the presence of belief statements 
Extending responses in problem-solving situations 
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AREA 5:	 HE CAN PUT NEW IDEAS INTO PRACTICE 

At the highest level, this person can take a 
new idea and put it into practice. He is ah:1.e 
to make assessments of group needs, come up 
with an idea that is appropriate to those needs 
and create a scheme for irnplementinq his idea. 
He is not thwarted by limited resou:ces; he 
seems to be able to do a lot with a little. 
He generates excitement about what he is doing. 
What he does is new and fresh and there is a 
sense of life and vitality in his work. 

Antithetically, we find a person who has a 
rigid, formula approach to most new situations. 
He seems to do the same things again and again 
and he seems to do them in the same ways. He 
has difficulty in seeing that a formula approach 
may be inappropriate to new situations; and he is 
unable to creatE. a new approach that is more 
relevant to a new situation. He uses what he 
already knows and tries to make it stick. He 
wants specific and practical and "how to" knds 
of help, and has considerable difficulty in 
taking an educational principle and applying 
it in his classroom. There is a staleness and 
a lack of zest in what he does. 
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AREA 5:	 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Materials: 

Selected texts: 

Ashton-Warner, Sylvia. TEACHER. 
Brown, Mary and Precious, Norman, THE INTEGRATED DAY 

IN THE PRIMARY SCHOOL. 
Pratt, Caroline, I LEARN FROM CHILDREN. 
Blitz, Barbara, THE OPEN CLASSROOM: MAKING IT WORK. 
British Columbia Teachers' Federation, INVOLVEMENT 

THE KEY TO BETTER SCHOOLS. 

Howes, Virgil, INFORMAL TEACHING IN THE OPEN CLASSROOM. 
Marshall, Sybil, AN EXPERIMENT IN Ei)UCATION. 
Nyquist, Ewald, and Hawes, G., OPEN EDUCATION: A SOURCE 

BOOK FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS. 
Richardson, Elwyn, IN THE EARLY WORLD. 
Rogers, Carl, FREEDOM TO LEARN. 
Silberman, Charles, THE OPEN CLASSROOM READER. 
Biggs, Edith and Mac Lean, J., FREEDOM TO LEARN. 
Moffatt, James, A STUDENT CENTRED LANGUAGE ARTS CURRICULUM 
Province of Alberta, Department of Education, EXPERIENCES 

IN DECISION MAKING - SOCIAL STUDIES HANDBOOK. 
Lowenfeld, Viktor, CREATIVE AND MENTAL GROWTH 
Howes, Virgil, INDIVIDUALIZING INSTRUCTION IN SCIENCE 

AND MATH. 

Experiences: 

In the classroom: Opportunities to observe Leaching 
where new ideas are put into practice 

Opportunities to explore and examine 
educational theory and classroom 
applications with school associates 

Opportunities to try new ideas in 
the classroom, using videotape feedbac1 
fpr eva	 ri luation, self-assessment, and 
making suggestions for modification 

In seminars:	 DiscuSSiOflS of readings; exploration 
and examination of educational theory 
and educational principles related 
to human growth and development, 
curriculum and interactions 
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AREA 6:	 YOU CAN RELY ON HIM 

At the highest level, you would find a person 
that you know you can depend upon. If he says 
he is going to do something you can depend upon 
him to do it. If he is unable to fulfill a 
task, he finds a way of communicating this in 
advance, so that other arrangements may be made. 
It is rare that he reneges. You feel a sense of 
trust in him, comfortable in the as;urance that 
he will do what he says he is going to do. 

The antithesis of the reliable person is the one 
who cannot be counted on. Again and again he 
has offered to take on a task; and lor one reason 
or another he has not completed it. You have 
little faith in his ability to follow through, to 
do what he says he is going to do. In short, you 
know if you needed a job to be done, you could 
not depend upon him to do it. 
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